
 APPENDIX 1 

 

QUESTIONS FROM THE PUBLIC 

 

 
1. Mrs Jane Steer, 69 Orchard Croft to the Leader of the Council:  

 

When you made your first speech as Leader of the Council you said that 
you and your Group were committed to consulting with residents on 
issues that affect this town. 
 
With this in mind, how many residents were actively involved in deciding 
the projects that are listed in the Environmental Ward Improvement 
Programme? 

 

Reply from Councillor Mark Wilkinson, Leader of the Council: 
 

 The consultation on the Ward Environmental Projects was undertaken by 
Ward Councillors, through discussions with Residents Associations and 
other community groups.  While it is not known exactly how many 
residents took part in these consultations, the Ward Councillors put 
forward over one hundred suggestions for projects, so it can be assumed 
that there was considerable community involvement in the process. 

 
 

2. Mrs Jane Steer, 69 Orchard Croft to the Leader of the Council: 

 

Can you explain please where the funding for the Environmental Ward 
Improvement projects is coming from.  Is it from the General Fund 
reserve or the Housing Revenue Account or (if it is split) how the split is 
divided? 
 
Reply from Councillor Mark Wilkinson, Leader of the Council: 
 
There are 3 sources of funding for the projects; 
 
Firstly, as part of the budget reports for the 2012/13 financial year 
presented to Council in February 2012, the General Fund made a 
£55,000 provision to fund these projects. 
 
Secondly, as part of the same report and budget process, Kier Harlow 
agreed to match fund the General Fund contribution of £55,000 giving a 
joint funding contribution of £110,000 to the projects. 
 
Thirdly, as a result of decisions taken by the Special Cabinet meeting on  
8 March 2012, a further £110,000 was to be provided to the projects from 
the savings achieved from the renegotiation and extension of the Kier 
Harlow Ltd contract. The majority of savings achieved fall to the Housing 
Revenue Account and therefore this additional investment has been 
funded from that source. 



 
 

3. Mr H Hoad, 114 Greenhills to the Leader of the Council: 

 

Are you aware and happy that a complaint by the tenants on the finance 
panel had to wait two months to receive a response on a dispute? 
 
Reply from Councillor Mark Wilkinson, Leader of the Council: 

  
A complaint from the Finance Panel was received by the Chief Executive 
and due to the serious nature of the complaint an Evaluating Manger was 
appointed to fully investigate it.  This investigation involved a meeting 
with the Finance Panel, interviews with Officers and Councillors and 
analysis of a significant amount of documentation.  Such thorough 
investigation of a serious complaint will inevitably take time and I am 
satisfied that it was carried out in a rigorous and timely manner, and I am 
also pleased that the complaint was not upheld. 
 
 

4. Mr H Hoad, 114 Greenhills to the Leader of the Council: 

 
Are you happy that the Council is publishing documentation that is full of 
errors and incorrect information? 
 
Reply from Councillor Mark Wilkinson, Leader of the Council: 
 
The Council takes care to ensure that it publishes accurate 
documentation.   
 
However, I am unable to comment further without knowing which 
document is being referred to. 
 

 
 


